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INTRODUCING TONIGHT’S ACT
“BEN FLETCHER”
(Extracts from Lee Price’s gig review of the last time Ben Fletcher played at the club in 2007!)

“The band – Ben (Guitar & Vocals) a very talented individual who had it all really, great voice, super guitarist and he commanded the stage.  You could see from the opening number, this guy had talent.
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Steve (Bass) – One of the best I’ve seen at the club, if not a bit psychotic looking at times!  

A true bass player, confident and relaxed but most importantly enjoying the groove, he also performed one of the best ‘bass solo’ seen at the BBC, very ingenious.
Miggsy on drums was good, considering he only had snare, bass drum, hi-hat and a cymbal (His usual drum kit was on that occasion locked away and unavailable!)  I would love to see them back at the club at a time when Miggsy can contribute to the collective as much as the others – this would create one of the best bands to be seen at the BBC.” Well... tonight we shall see!
www.benfletcherblues.com
Next Month at the BBC – 9th Jan
“Doctors Orders” 
[image: image3.jpg]


Eclectic, fast paced, high energy mix of blues, swing, rock, in fact - anything! Essentially a covers band, they change each and every song just a little to produce a refreshing and unique sound. 'a positive barrage of rockin' rhythms pour from the stage - their sound is superb - their style is crazily laid back and the overall result is very impressive' 

Not just another blues band - Doctors Orders play driving, up-tempo blues-based music featuring lesser-known works by artists from the 1940s onwards. Two great guitarists, wicked bottleneck playing, harmony vocals and guitars. Have to be seen!
http://www.doctors-orders.co.uk/ 
FORTHCOMING GIG PROGRAMME
2010 Dates for your Diary

	9th January
	Doctors Orders

	6th February
	Virgil & the Accelerators

	6th March
	Ted Crook’s Blues Highway

	3rd April
	Blue Traffic

	1st May
	Khalif Wailin’ Walter


Gig Review – 7th November
“LUKE DOHERTY and THE ENZO BAND”
Gig Review - Adrian Bold, Photos – Steve Savidge
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Look on the Internet these days and it is easy to find outstanding musical prodigies with a few clicks of a computer mouse – but the Borough Blues Club brought prodigious talents live to the New Panteg RFC for a night of outstanding entertainment for those who like rocky blues.  
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At only 15 years old Luke Doherty is the youngest guitarist to grace the club stage, at least as a full band member (Virgil may have guested with the Accelerators at that age) and considering this was a three piece band, the weight of the musical lead fell on his slight shoulders and he did not disappoint.   Clad in dark shirt and round, broad-brimmed hat which betrayed one of his major influences, Luke played his way through a succession of Steve Ray Vaughan, Eric Clapton, Jimi Hendrix and ZZ Top numbers with aplomb and a great deal of virtuosity.  Lightning fast, yet capable of subtle phrasing and delicate tone, Luke has all the foundation elements to be a great blues player.  For such a young man his “feel” and expression were excellent but will certainly develop as he matures.  It is frightening to think how good he could become!
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However, Luke was not the only precocious talent on display.  Drummer Simon Parratt, a big-framed, 17 year old lad from Middlesbrough, was in many respects the driving force behind the band.  Blessed with a big and mature voice (think Commitments “Mustang Sally”) and a fast, intricate and aggressive percussion style, Simon led the band with attitude and charisma throughout.  Again, he will attain more subtlety and variety as he develops both as singer and drummer, but already displays awesome flair and ability for such tender years.
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The third member of the trio was Selina Wells, probably only the second or third woman to appear at a Borough Blues gig night and certainly the first lady bassist.  Interestingly, Selina is Luke and Simon’s teacher and had become involved in the band at their insistence.  When, for their first gig they lacked a bass player, they asked Selina, who did not play bass, to step in.  She learned enough bass in a week to support them and has continued in the role ever since – adding vocals and a saxophone to the bands capacities.  
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So, from Cream’s “White Room” which opened, through “Red House”, “Hideaway” and Robert Johnson’s “Crossroads” the band took the Club by storm in the first half of their set.  In the second half they added “All your love”, a hard-rockin’ “Sweet Home Chicago”, a sensitive version of “Little Wing” and a variety of numbers which got the dancers on the floor.  Luke set about playing SRV’s phenomenally fast “Scuttle-buttin’” with his expression revealing that he knew was not quite managing to keep the pace – but showing incredible bravery even to attempt it!  The evening finished with Jimi Hendrix’s “Voodoo Chile” and “Purple Haze” and some ‘behind the head’ guitar playing before Simon excelled with a “Wipe Out” drum solo and Selina player sax.  After several stand up encores Simon announced that the band had to finish because it was long past the lead guitarist’s bedtime – and the Borough Blues Club came to end of another night which will go down in the annals!
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Luke Doherty and the Enzo Band’s music may not have been to everyone’s taste – but everyone surely appreciated the bright and gifted skills of these very young musicians – and remember – with our determination to bring you the best in blues talent you saw them at the Borough Blues Club first!
Club News 
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We have secured “The Worried men” for November 2010, so we really are thinking well ahead now! I have been interested in seeing this band for some time, as band leader Jamie Thyer seems to be completely bonkers, in an eclectic sort of way! It will be good to have them at the club, for anyone who is interested the bands website is at http://www.theworriedmen.com/ 
Regarding other bands to be booked for 2010 and beyond, last month we asked:

1. What quality acts would you like to see brought to the Borough Blues Club in 2010? 
2. Should the club book more expensive acts and vary the ticket price accordingly, so that some months the price would be as it is now but other months it could be double the amount?
If anyone else has thoughts on the above then please just drop us an email at: feedback@boroughblues.com or contact us through the website.
That’s all folks
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