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INTRODUCING TONIGHT’S ACT
“LUKE DOHERTY and THE ENZO BAND”
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Guitar – Luke Doherty

Lead Vocal/Drums – Simon Parratt

Bass Guitar/Sax – Selina Wells

Luke Doherty is an outstanding young guitarist based in Newport; he achieved not one but two grade 8’s on guitar at the age of 12. With the lead singer also being the drummer, Luke has put together one of the more unusual band line-ups we will have seen at the Borough Blues Club. 

www.myspace.com/lukedohertyandtheenzoband
Next Month at the BBC – 12th Dec
 “BEN FLETCHER”
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Specialising in the dark art of Slide guitar, his blues based tone has won him fans at gigs across the South West of the UK. That is actually playing slide, not hammering away at the 12th fret like a mad man, though he can do that if you'd prefer. The Band will hit the unsuspecting, with driving blues, not British bouncy blues, not woke up this morning and ran over my dog blues, driving in your face, pumped on steroids, veins popping out of your forehead angry blues, but done with taste and sensitivity.... Why blues? From the man himself...... “Cos playing blues makes me happy, grab a slice of the irony and check out the new tracks. Till the next month...”
www.benfletcherblues.com 
FORTHCOMING GIG PROGRAMME
Dates for your Diary

	7th November
	Luke & Enzo

	12th December
	“Xmas Special”
Ben Fletcher & Mojo Hand

	9th January 2010
	Doctors Orders

	6th February
	Virgil & the Accelerators

	6th March
	Ted Crook’s Blues Highway

	3rd April
	Blue Traffic

	1st May
	Khalif Wailin’ Walter


HELP FOR HEROES
On 16th October, thanks mostly to the efforts of Keith Barwood, the BBC presented a gignight in aid of “HELP FOR HEROES”. This charity event featured local blues bands and some special guests, including “Still Got the Blues”, “Wishful Drinking” and our own Workshop Band. It was an excellent night living up to all expectations and we raised £830, for a very worthy cause. It was so successful Keith plans to stage a follow-up event next year sometime in late spring.
Gig Review – 10th October
“MOJOJIM & the MUDDY WULFS”
Gig Review - Adrian Bold, Photos - Marc Ackrill-Smith
For a long time the Borough Blues Club had been expecting Sherbert Mandao to appear for the October gig but, as is sometimes the way with bands, they had split and reformed, and are now known as Mojo Jim and the Muddy Wulfs.  Led by the outstanding guitar and vocal talents of Andy Preston the band is forging an exceptional blues style from their long experience in the music business.  Though it was not obvious this was Jerry Warden Smith’s debut gig on bass but from his hard work in learning the set his “newness” was scarcely noticeable.  The line up was completed by Ben Tipler on drums who sat in on Jack the Biscuit’s July gig at the Club.
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The group began the evening with a very laid back version of “All your love” by Otis Rush with Andy Preston a commanding presence in black, broad-brimmed hat and black shirt.  He introduced the audience to his Gibson pointing out that it had the biggest knobs ever seen on a guitar (I will leave the reader to finish the joke).  He evidently preferred the guitar to a Fender Telecaster which was close by but which was claimed to be “just for looking at!”  And it was this easy banter with the crowd which marked the direction for the evening – which was very free and easy.  The band played a superb number called “Messing round” written by Nick Broughton of Jack the Biscuit who also got invited to sing.  There were guest appearances from Adrian Powell (Club Secretary) singing “Route 66” (his son disowned him and left the room) and Committee man Keith Barwood (“Johnny B Goode”) together with a few numbers from young guitarist Luke Doherty who is the attraction at the November gig along with the Enzo Band.  
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The Muddy Wulfs mixed it up with a wide selection of influences from the blues and some up-tempo dance music which had the floor packed by what Andy Preston said were “nubile young virgins – at least that’s what they told me!”  Whatever, they were certainly enjoying the set, dancing away as the band moved from Chuck Berry’s “You never can tell” to “Reeling and a Rockin’” followed by “I saw here standing there”.  But there were many slower numbers which allowed Andy Preston to display his vocal and guitar talents.  The bands version of “Have you ever loved a woman” brought such sustained applause from the audience that Preston said “That’s it – we can’t do better than that – we should be packing up now!” – though, of course, the crowd would not have allowed it.  He has the confidence to allow his voice to carry the song and to use the guitar to play clever fills between the vocal lines.  His melody and phrasing were masterful and delivered with an easy feel - much to the enjoyment of the audience.  Not bad for a Yorkshire man!  

Mojo Jim certainly had his Mojo working and the Muddy Wulfs were right with him.  In true Borough Blues style the band had to play three encores before the Club would let them go home.  Altogether a great night of entertainment and superb music. 
Club News – Have YOUR Say!
Over the last couple of years we have started to be a little bolder in the selection of bands to appear at the borough Blues club. We have brought you international acts such as Mick Pini (twice!) and Ricki Massini, hailing from Germany and Italy respectively.
We have every intention of taking this principal further in 2010 and to that end have already secured “Khalif Wailin’ Walter” for next May. Khalif will be the first Black/American blues artist to appear at the club and we are very much looking forward to the experience.
Not content with that however we have explored possibilities such as Sherman Robertson, Buddy Whittington, Joanne Shaw Taylor, Mike Sanchez, Matt Schofield and Hamilton Loomis. We have found that the cost of securing such acts is in some cases a little prohibitive if we are to keep the ticket price the same for each month.
The questions we need the members to consider therefore are:

1. What quality acts would you like to see brought to the Borough Blues Club in 2010? 
2. Should the club book more expensive acts and vary the ticket price accordingly, so that some months the price would be as it is now but other months it could be double the amount?
There will be a sheet on the front desk for you to write down your suggestions for the committee’s consideration; alternatively please drop us an email at: feedback@boroughblues.com or contact us through the website.
That’s all folks
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