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INTRODUCING TONIGHT’S ACTS

Jay Tamkin Band

22 year old Jay Tamkin describes 'Sorted', his debut album on Wienerworld, as 'a documentary of my musical steps so far'.
It's a significant observation for while this 22 year old West Country guitarist and multi instrumentalist is grounded in the blues he's got the song writing ability and musical chops to fulfil his huge potential in a very contemporary way. The band are...

Jay Tamkin - Guitar, Vocals, keys
Harry Haynes - Bass Guitar & Vocals
Nick Ramos Pinto – Drums
www.jaytamkinband.com 

Mike Markey & Nick Jones

Mike & Nick have played alongside Walter Trout, Dave Kelly, Mike Sanchez, Zoot Money, Ian Seigal and the Biscuit Boys amongst many others. They have appeared on BBC Radio 2, Radio Wales. They continue to record and perform at festivals including Pontypool Jazz last week and blues clubs across the UK.
www.mikemarkeyandnickjones.com 
Gig Review – “Still Got the Blues” 
(8th Sept at Pontypool Jazz Festival) 
Review by Steve Savidge
“Still Got the Blues” performed an outstanding slot at last week’s Jazz Festival in Pontypool.

Uncle’s Albert and Fester along with “Barwood the Sticks” and their very talented “Fiendish Friend” on lead guitar played until they could play no more, for an audience that were never going to stop wanting more. Accurate renditions of Eric Clapton and Gary Moore classics were very well received, along with some varied and interesting tracks such as Tommy Tucker’s “Hi Heal Sneakers” and George Harrisons “While My Guitar Gently Weeps”.
Both Adrians (aka Fester and Albert) impressed vocally. Even though Adrian Powell (the bald headed one) had a throat malfunction from time to time he managed hit the high notes with a smoothness even Roy Orbison would have been proud of! Adrian Bold’s intentionally throatier lyrics, for example to “Hoochie Coochie Man”, meant that they complemented each other perfectly to reproduce a whole host of blues classics that we all know and love.
It is unlikely that “Still got the Blues” would be able to perform on a club night, as they make up half the committee between them and who would be left to keep things running? But they will be appearing here on 16th October as part of the HELP FOR HEROES gig!

Next Month at the BBC – 10th Oct
 “MOJOJIM & the MUDDY WULFS” “f.k.a. SHERBET MANDAO”
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MojoJim & the Muddy Wulfs, until recently known as Sherbet Mandao, hit the Blues club scene as SHM in 2008. They come with the pedigree of Mal Preest (ex tour bass with Shakin Stevens), Mark Cox (Rhythm Guitar) and Ben Tipler on Drums (ex Worried Men). With years of experience behind them, they deliver the right foundation for MojoJim’s sound. Their version of Stormy Monday Blues gained GTFM airplay alongside that of Eva Cassidy and Gary Moore. The band also includes the outstanding keyboard and vocal talent of Chris Thomas, bringing a whole new dimension to the bands sound.

Andy Preston lead guitar / vocals, masterfully blends a myriad of influences whilst maintaining a clear connection to the music of the legends, such as Peter Green, that he grew up with. MojoJim & the Muddy Wulfs are a genuine exponent of pure tone; less is more, British blues heritage. 
www.mojojim.co.uk 
FORTHCOMING GIG PROGRAMME
	10th October
	MojoJim & the Muddy Wulfs (formerly Sherbet Mandao)

	16th October
	HELP FOR HEROES

	7th November
	Luke & Enzo

	12th December
	Ben Fletcher & Mojo Hand


HELP FOR HEROES
On 16th October, thanks mostly to the efforts of Keith Barwood, the BBC are proud to present a gignight in aid of “HELP FOR HEROES”. This charity event starts at 8pm and costs £5. Featuring local blues bands and some special guests, including “Still Got the Blues” and our own Workshop Band it promises to be a good night, for a worthy cause, not to be missed.
Gig Review – 1st August

“Red Eyed Fly”
Gig Review - Adrian Bold, Photos - Marc Ackrill-Smith
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Pure Joy!  Maybe not for the purists and perhaps more cabaret than Chicago blues but Red Eyed Fly produced a night of infectious, uplifting and energetic musical entertainment.  Their obvious enjoyment was communicated to the rather depleted holiday time crowd.  This was “Showtime” and though not always serious blues it was irresistible stuff.

Led by Mike Bird on vocals and guitar the band launched into a riot of songs from across the history of the blues but interspersed a range of musical styles and genres in a way which was both skilled and amusing.
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The band’s intentions were laid out from the opening instrumental “The Stutter”.   Then from 1929 Mike brought “Diving Duck Blues” (Taj Mahal/D Richard) with the lyric “If the river was whiskey I would be a diving duck.  I would swim to the bottom, but I would drink my way up”.  This was followed by the Rolling Stones 1960’s hit “I used to love her but it’s all over now” modified for a Welsh audience with the line “Used to wait for morning, get my breakfast in bed, eggs and sausage with a little bit of laver bread”.  Mike is a show man.  He is very tall and rangy, with Buddy Holly glasses and a penchant for highly coloured shirts – and he can be manic diving around the stage and producing many contortions as he plays his guitar.  At one point Richard Eason, who played superb guitar and slide as well as taking some lead vocals, asked the audience for “any spare Ritalin” to control the antics on stage!  For example, during “Rich Woman” (Mississippi John Hurt) music from a Michael Jackson hit appeared which sent Mike Bird into a demented “moonwalk”.  Maracas appeared for “My Purgatory” – introduced as “blues with a Brazilian Bossa Nova groove!” rapidly followed by “She’s about a mover” (Doug Sahm) which was interspersed with elements of Ska and, strangely, Topol’s “If I were a rich man”.  Line dancing was thrown into the mix and some Spanish music (with “Oh – you want muchas maracas – muchas gracias, Amigos!!” from Mike).  Not exactly blues – but they were getting away with it!
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Guesting at points throughout the evening was Mike’s 15 year old son, Johnny Bird, who played saxophone, harmonica as well as providing backing vocals.  Johnny is tall like his Dad and had a clear inherited genetic disposition to colourful shirts as well as good music.  The back line of Rob (Floss) Davies on bass and vocals and Ian Davies (no relation) on drums produced the drive which saw more people on the dance floor than for many a gig night – there was even dancing in the first set!  The atmosphere was “feelgood” and the audience was drawn into the show with call-response songs like “Don’t you just know it?” (Huey Smith and the Clowns) and Cab Calloway’s “Minnie the Moocher”
The house was really rocking when the band played “Floss Funk” written by bassist Rob and “Nosey Joe” (Bull Moose Jackson) – and all too quickly came the encore “Shake your money maker” (Elmore James) and the end of a very different Borough Blues experience.  If “variety is the spice of life” then the blues is enriched by the talents of Red Eyed Fly – if you don’t mind stretching a point!

Footnote: The band sold copies of a CD of their own music and, again unconventional, kindly gave half of the proceeds of sales to the club funds.  Thanks very much, Guys!

Thanks also to Johnny (Guitar) Dixon who helped out in the absence of so many committee members through holidays, family gatherings and sickness!

Club News
The club has now been running very successfully for exactly 4 years, so thank you to each and every one of you for supporting us and making it all possible. The fundamental reason for the club’s existence is to promote the blues to provide the type of band that you want to hear, so your feedback is hugely important to us – don’t be shy, be heard!

That’s all folks






















[image: image6.jpg]


