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INTRODUCING TONIGHTS ACT

“MICK PINI”

	
Sherman Robertson - You're the first white blues player with a black feel. 

B.B.King - Great man, I like it. 

Luther Allison - Man we’re going to have to get together. 

Ian Parker (Blues Matters) - Best live Blues player he’s ever seen and been influenced by.

Ann Nightingale - Absolutely brilliant.
	What the good and the great say about 
MICK PINI
Eric Clapton – “The natural successor to Peter Green”

Maggie Bell - Keep playing them blues Mick. 

Dirk Fohrs (Blues News Magazine, Germany) - A great British Blues player. 

Dick Hextall Smith - I haven't heard anything like this since I did the Clapton Beano 1966 John Mayall Album. 

Mick Avery (Kinks drummer) - real great player. 

Dr Ross - Man I love your playing. 

Roger Inniss - 'You need help brother' 

Sam Kelly - He's an animal "Great to be on stage with"

Roger Chapman - A great player.


Next Month at the BBC - 7th June
AFTERNOON BLUES FESTIVAL
followed by:
“VIRGIL & THE ACCELERATORS” 
On 7th June in the afternoon, we are staging an outdoor mini festival of blues. 

Headlining the Festival will be “Blue Traffic” with support from 3 local bands; “Mango Crow”  “Still Got The Blues” and “BBWB” (The Borough Blues Workshop Band)

Entry to the festival will be via a programme costing just £2 (Concessions £1 u10’s free!)

Following the festival we will have our regular gig night, which will feature the outstanding young Virgil McMahon on lead guitar. We reckon this boy has all the credentials to make it big time so maybe one day you will be able to say “We saw him here first!” 

Tickets will be for sale during the Afternoon Blues Festival, and could well be sold out by the evening, so to avoid disappointment get your tickets in advance during the interval.

FORTHCOMING GIG PROGRAMME
Dates for your Diary

	7th June
	Afternoon Blues Festival

	
	followed by:

	7th June
	Virgil & The Accelerators

	5th July
	Tba 

	2nd August
	Tba 

	13th Sept
	Ricardo Massini

	4th October
	Ted Crook’s Blues Highway

	1st November
	Tba

	13th December
	Tba 


MANGO CROW - Gig Review 

5th APRIL 2008   by Steve Savidge
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Mango Crow travelled all the way from Cwmbran to entertain to provide us with a wonderful evening of Blues and Blues/Rock adding their own style and interpretation notably to works by BB King, Muddy Waters and Cream. The room was quite full as they started but as people kept on arriving it very soon became standing room only at the back!

The band kicked things off with “The Thrill Is Gone” which was so far removed from the BB King original it was barely recognisable as such, and that set the trend for the night. Paul Morgan (Or “Podge” as he is usually addressed) adds to and amends the original work to give a point of difference to their performance. They followed this up with “Cant Complain” and “That’s Why I Love You So” before an excellently reworked “Hoochie Coochie Man” really impressed with its originality.

Things calmed things down with John Hiatt’s “Feels Like Rain” and then Clive Tomlinson showed us his wares with the Hendrix classic “Red House”. The next track was “New Day Yesterday” by Jethro Tull, the only 12-bar track they ever did apparently! Then we had a real surprise as Paul Morgan produced a flute to compliment his vocals and harp playing, a “first” at the BBC as to my knowledge nobody has played a flute here before!

Clive Tomlinson then went on to successively emulate Walter Trout, Peter Green and Joe Bonamassa all to good effect before the band stepped down for a mid-session interval.
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The second half started with a succession of Clapton tracks, Actually they were the Cream and Blind Faith tracks “White Room”, “Cant Find My Way Home” and “Crossroads”, followed by an awesome version of “Badge”. They continued with some works by John Mayall “Awestruck And Spellbound”, “Romance Classified” and then “Chaos In The Neighbourhood”. Interspersed with the Clapton and Mayall were “Sloe Gin” by Joe Bonamassa and “Don’t Take Advantage Of Me” by Johnny Winter.

Another Jethro Tull track provided an excuse to give the flute some more air, Dion’s “King Of The New York Streets”, The Beatles “Come Together” and Family’s “Burlesque” filled the gaps between a couple of Rory Gallagher tracks, and Hendrix’s “Hey Joe” completed the score. There had to be two encores as this band proved their popularity once again here at the BBC.

Throughout the night the rhythm section of Wayne Jenkins on bass and Russell Harry on drums complimented the front men superbly, with Russell wielding his sticks with great enthusiasm and laying down a steady cooking beat all night long. Clive Tomlinson started slightly nervously but grew in confidence throughout the night and was very impressive indeed by the end, especially so I thought on “White Room” and “Chaos in the Neighbourhood”. The understated Paul Morgan did a top job on vocals, sounding great on a brand new Yamaha PA system once he managed to get the levels adjusted properly! He also juggled the flute and the harmonica to great effect, and gave great direction, all be it with a little hesitation at times.

Star of the show for me though was without doubt Clive on lead guitar; Yes, maybe we have seen technically better guitarists, but his enthusiasm for his trade really shone through into his playing, so much so that at the end of the night he left the entire room wanting more. It was a real pleasure to see a musician pushing his boundaries a bit, in doing so there will inevitably be some mistakes, but the overall experience is much improved as a result. I look forward to seeing them again.

Club News
MEMBERSHIPS SHOULD HAVE BEEN RENEWED BY NOW! The new membership year started 1st April 2008. The cost is still the same as last year, £5 per person or £8 per couple. Members not in possession of a new membership card may be charged full price for their tickets!
Upton Blues Festival
We are planning a trip again this year, to Upton Blues Festival which is on 18th-20th July, The organisers their have endeavoured to re-book all the bands that were due to appear at last year’s hapless event.

Feedback

Members, this is YOUR club, so if you have any ideas, suggestions or comments to improve gig nights, workshop nights or comments on tonight’s band, then please use the form provided or send an email to: feedback@boroughblues.com Anonymous suggestions are fine, but if you would like a reply please give an email address or other contact details and we will get back to you by the next gig!

This month’s feedback topic is “Should the club be spending more money on artists like Mick Pini, even if that meant increasing the ticket prices for those nights?”

Also: If there are blues bands that you as members can recommend or would like to see back at the club then please let us know. Our current policy is not to rebook the same band within 18 months and then only if they were good!”

That’s all folks!
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