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1st October Gig Review – “Tin Pan Alley”

Tin Pan Alley played powerful blues all night at the BBC.  Shame their keyboard player couldn’t make it but the band stayed strong and held it together with a tightness and intensity rarely heard.  Starting at the back with one of the biggest drum kits ever seen at a blues gig was Steve Byrne, solid all night with the necessary blues subtleties when required, culminating with a Led Zeppelin Moby Dick-esk drum solo!!! Nick Broughton on Bass provided the other half of the rhythm section who came into his own on the funkier numbers and added vocals throughout their performance, and finally, Mark Coombes, on lead guitar and vocals.  This guy played his heart out (and must have worn the soles of his shoes out too!).  Playing without the support of the keyboard player did not worry this guy… truly outstanding. It was all there, blistering solos, great chord work and vocals to boot!

The numbers performed ranged from Stevie-Ray Vaughan, Jimi Hendrix, John Lee Hooker to Albert King and a smattering of self penned songs added to the mix. Blues with a feeling –what a great number!!

All-in-all a fantastic night for the audience, and the band seemed to enjoy themselves as much as the crowd – this is always a good sign that things are going well. After the gig, the response from the members about Tin Pan Alley was very positive, and as a result we hope to have them back at the club again some time next year.
Club News

Hopefully, if you were there on 1st October, you would have noticed some of the improvements and actions we have taken following your feedback.  

The lighting was much better, hopefully creating the right ambience for a Blues Club. Management of attendance at the gig via ticketing seems to have solved the “Sardines in a Can Syndrome”, for the time being at least, more on that below.  Whilst we were just under full capacity it was much more comfortable and relaxed.  The room temperature and smoky atmosphere was much improved and finally but by no means least, real ale was on sale and “Sold Out” toward the end of the evening.  Thanks to New Panteg RFC for accommodating our liquid refreshment needs.  

You may also have noticed a big improvement with the increased size of the stage.  Special thanks to Daz Malson for giving up his Saturday morning to apply his trade! (his day job that is). 

Thanks also to Jane & Pat (Committee Members Wives) for making the new material tablecloths…..……Oo-er, a very up-market blues club!!

Nothing to good for our club!!

So thanks for your feedback, we do listen and if possible accommodate your needs – except for one members request to book Jimi Hendrix to perform at the BBC….…..he’s dead!! 

You can keep the feedback coming in via direct contact with committee members or via the web site message board / forum, so please let us know your views.

Membership News

We now have in excess of 170 members and we intend to continue with the current pre-bookable ticketing arrangement for gig nights for the short-term future at least, on a first come, first served basis with any surplus made available on the night at the door.  A regular cohort will emerge over time; we can then review this process.

Tickets are available via committee members to guarantee admission on the night – when the house is full……the house is full!!!!!  Ticket prices: - £4.00 members, £5.00 non-members. All tickets (including pre-ordered) will be issued at the door on the gig night.

In addition, tickets will be available on 5th November for the next forthcoming gig: - Debbie Lear & Paul McDonough Blues Band

Contacts for pre-ordering tickets:



John Dixon
- Chairman



(07836) 265504



Dave Lewis
– Vice Chairman


(07899) 936217
Adrian Powell– Secretary


(07812) 032008



Lee Price – Treasurer



(07909) 530147



Or:

Complete the pre-order ticket slip at the end of this newsletter.

Next Gig – 5th November 2005
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Built for Comfort are a Swindon based, rhythm and blues band that began life during the summer of 2000 when Billy Jones (harmonica) and Alec Adams (vocals) met up and decided to follow their shared interest in Chicago blues. A few personnel changes and some 200 gigs over the last four years and Billy and Alec still maintain their enthusiasm for the sounds of Willy Dixon, Muddy Waters, Little Walter, Sonny Boy Williamson, Carey Bell, Walter Horton, The Fabulous Thunderbirds etc. They have also added the influences of the likes of Johnny Lang, Robben Ford, Rod Piazza and Ray Bonneville to their selection of songs and produce a lively and varied set. The rhythm section of Dave Miller (bass) and Phil Tait (drums) fairly drive the band along with John Ingleson (guitar) and new addition Barry Archer (Keyboard) adding the right balance and style to suit their Chicago feel. All the guys in the band have seen the better side of forty but still manage to deliver a set full of high octane energy and fun all the way!

Come on you BBC members, get your dancing shoes on for this night and shake your booty, to keep the blues a movin’!!

Forthcoming Gigs

We have had to change some of the dates in the New Year due to double booking at the Rugby Club (not our fault!).  The dates below have now been 100% confirmed.  We can only apologise for not being able to stick to our intended 1st Saturday of each month for the early part of 2006, however the dates for the remainder of the year have been confirmed:

Built for Comfort




5th November 2005

Debbie Lear & Paul McDonough

17th December 2005



TS Blues





7th January 2006

Junior Hacksaw 




18th February 2006

Snatch it Back




11th March 2006

To be confirmed




1st April 2006

To be confirmed




6th May 2006

To be confirmed




3rd June 2006

To be confirmed




1st July 2006
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As stated in the September newsletter, we feel that it is extremely important to be in touch with you on a regular basis.  If you have an email address and we have not sent you an email, please email us at info@boroughblues.com along with your membership number, name etc so that we will have your details for future communications.  If we can keep postage costs down, we can spend more on club activities.  Thanks to those who have since passed on their details.

See you again on the 5th of November 
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Pre-Order Ticket Request

Gig Night


5th November 2006 – “Built for Comfort”

No. of Tickets Required


Membership No(s)


Name(s)


Address


 

Tel:


EMail:


Amount Enclosed:
 £

Ticket prices are £4.00 each (Members) - £5.00 each (Non-members)

Please return this form along with your payment 

(cheques made payable to “Borough Blues Club”) to:

The Treasurer

7 Grove Place

Griffithstown

Pontypool

Torfaen

NP4 5DH

Your ticket will be available for collection on the door, the evening of the gig.
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